
Faith Factory 
Part 2: Don't Get The Cart BeFore The Horse 

This series will teach us, or remind us of, the basics of how to live a life of faith. 

 

The simple steps we take will always produce results when followed. 

 

Mark 11:20-26 // 20 Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. 21 And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has 
withered away.” 22 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 For assuredly, I say 
to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in 
his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 24 
Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and 
you will have them. 25 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, 
forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not 
forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses”. 

 

In these verses we see faith in action. 

Then we see Jesus teaching us how we can operate in the same kind of faith in our own lives 
and get our FAITH FACTORY going. 

Last week we pointed out that the process of faith starts with a desire 

 

Mark 11:24 // "Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire..." 

Notice that a desire is what starts the procces 

 

Desire = all things whatever, every kind of thing, no matter how great and without limitations 

 

God is interested in you realizing your every hope, dream, and desire.  

 

Settling that God wants to satisfy your desires is critical to the process of faith.  



Today: Belief 

 

Mark 11:24 // “Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have them.” 

 

Notice that once a desire or a hope for anything develops within you, the next two steps are to pray 
and believe.  

 

In this verse they are listed in reverse order of when they need to happen.  

They are listed out of order with respect to the Faith Factory assembly line. 

 

"When you pray, believe." 

Belief needs to be established in your heart before you pray.  

 

This is the exact opposite of the way most Christians pursue their desires. 

 

The first step is to establish your belief before you make your request.  

Hope is what you have a earnest desire for. 

 

Otherwise you are just wishful thinking. 

or practicing humanistic positive thinking 

But neither of those are working the process of Bible faith.  

Romans 4:18 // “Abraham against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many 
nations; according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.” 

Notice Abraham believed in his hope (desire) 

 

Now how do you establish belief if your hope or desire? 

Abraham believed in his hope based on what God had promised.  

 



You allow God to speak to His promise to your heart about your hope! 

 

Mental knowledge comes from hearing the word. 

Heart felt believe in God's Word only comes one way 

 

John 15:7-8 // “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 
disciples.” 

 

Notice that asking for your desires comes from abiding in him.  

 

Getting what you desire, not just what you need, glorifies God. 

 

But how do we get to MUCH of our desires being realized to occur? 

Abiding in Him! 

 

Abide = to tarry or to lodge; equivalent to not to depart, not to leave, to continue to be present 

 

It is only through consistent, daily time spent invested in abiding in God's present that 
consistent, daily answers to prayer come.  

 

It is very important to note that it is not about paying a price to earn your desire from the 
hand of a stingy God.  

 

God isn't withholding or saying no.  

 

It's about bringing your doubts, fears and insecurities to Him so He can speak to them and 
eradicate them.  

Look to the Psalms and see how David engaged with God in his devotional time.  



 

His time along with God was often anything but a faith statement.  

We've somehow confused a life of faith with a lack of honesty with God.  

 

David was always honest and open with God, even when His believe was wavering. 

This time alone with God is one of the safe places where we should express those things.  

Another safe place to do this is with your closest Faith Filled friends. 

 

James 5:16 // “Confess to one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false steps, your 
offenses, your sins) and pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and restored [to a 
spiritual tone of mind and heart]. The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes 
tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].” 

Note: confess your faults 

slips, offenses, weaknesses 

 

Having a faith filled group of friends that you can be honest with is important.  

 

Faith Filled is the key though 

Other wise you'll just wind up with a christianized blues session or pity party. 

But even the small group can't replace your alone time with God. 

That place where you become transparent and honest before Him. 

 

David had many of these safe zone moments with God. 

But his devotional time always ended in God speaking to that fear, doubt, or insecurity with a 
promise.  

 

Psalms 3:1-3, 6, 8 // “1 LORD, how they have increased who trouble me! Many are they who rise up 
against me. 2 Many are they who say of me, “ There is no help for him in God.” Selah  3 But You, O 
LORD, are a shield for me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head. 

 



6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people Who have set themselves against me all around. 

 

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD. Your blessing is upon Your people. Selah” 

 

What starts with a moment of fear and concern ends with God's Words being renewed in His 
Heart! 

 

John 15:5 // “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

 

Your faith factory cannot be successful unless part of your assembly line is spending time 
with your Heavenly Father pondering the promise of God against your weaknesses.  

 

The hearing Him speak that promise back to you in the light of His strength and in light of 
your new creation realities.  

 

We waiver in our faith when we measure our hope against our natural ability and resources. 

 

It is in those quiet times where He makes a written promise in His word, a spoken promise to 
our heart! 

Matthew 4:4 // “But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” 

Word = RHEMA 

God breathed Word 

 

You cannot operate in faith without God intimately touching your heart with His still small voice 
speaking to your hope.  

 

Part of the process of faith is establishing belief before we pray.  

 



Mark 11:24 // “Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe ...” 

 

The believe must be established before the prayer is prayed when operating the assembly line of 
faith. 

 

That happens only by spending time with Him.  

 

Psalms 63:1, 6-7 // “O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You.. I remember You on my bed, I 
meditate on You in the night watches. Because You have been my help, Therefore in the shadow of 
Your wings I will rejoice.” 

David committed time morning and night to spend time with God. 

Find moments daily as well! 

	


