
Good God 
Part 3: A Good God Gives Grace To Overcome! 

Psalms 103:1-2 \\ “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits 

 

These two verses encourage us to: 

1. Bless the Lord 
2. Forget not his benefits 

 

It doesn't just tell us to bless God but it tells us to bless God while we remind ourselves that he's 
good! 

 

This primary truth of the goodness of God is critical. 

John 10:10 \\ “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly, to the fall, tell it overflows, more and 
better life than we ever dreamed of.”  

 

God desires to increase our life and make it everything we hope for and dream of come to pass.  

 

Good God, Bad Devil! 

If it's good, it's God! 

If it's bad, it ain't  

 

For God is a good God! 

 

Psalms 145:8-9 \\ “The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.”  

Last Week Recap: 



We spent time pointing out some of the reasons why bad things happen. 

 

1. People make bad choices against God's will all the time 
2. People lack knowledge of God's promises and therefore accept things into their life God never 

intended for them to accept. 
3. The devil is real and he goes about seeking whom he can devour 

And God is NOT using the devil to accomplish his will. 

 

Jesus said a house divided will not stand and God is not in the business of partnering with the Devil 
to perform his will. 

 

The devil stole from Job and God had no part in it.  

But God restored Job and also correct his theology to understand that God is not in the giving and 
taking away business.  

 

But the end of the story was God fixing Job's thinking and Job getting everything back. 

Today we will address another area of scripture that is often misunderstood. 

 

Many misunderstand it to teach that God is sometimes in the business of bringing bad into our lives.  

 

Paul's Thorn in the Flesh 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 \\ 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might 
depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

This portion of scripture is often used to say that God sometimes puts bad things in our life 
to keep us humble.  



2 Corinthians 12:7 \\ And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. 

 

From whence cam the messenger that buffeted Paul? 

Satan, not GOD 

So who brought this difficulty into Paul's life? 

The Devil 

 

What was Paul's thorn in the flesh? 

Numbers 33:55 \\ But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall 
come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your 
sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.  

 

Thorns in the flesh in the Old Testament were people that would persecute you. 

It wasn't sickness or physical infirmity 

 

Ezekiel 28:24 \\ And there shall be no more a pricking brier … nor any grieving thorn of all that are 
round about them, that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 

 

Once again we see that the thorn in the flesh is that persecution that comes from evilly 
inspired men.  

 

This was Paul's thorn in the flesh as well. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:24-26 \\ 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one.  25 
Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a 
night and a day in the open sea, 

 

Paul's thorn in the flesh were people that tried to hinger the preaching of the Gospel.  

 



God is in the business of spreading the Good News, not hindering it.  

 

Satan attacked Paul to stop His message (His unique revelations) from being exalted 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7 \\ And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. 

 

What was God's response to this attack? 

2 Corinthians 12:8-9 \\ 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might 
depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” 

 

Paul sought God three times to stop these people from attacking and buffeting him.  

God's message to Paul was to rise up and face that problem with the Grace of God and 
overcome it! 

 

When God starts tell you to magnify His grace, He's not telling you to accept the way things 
are, He's telling you to do so to bring the power provided by His Grace to make right what is 
wrong.  

Zechariah 4:6-7 \\ 6 “This is the word of the Lord …‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ 

Says the Lord of hosts. 7 ‘Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a 
plain! 

And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of “Grace, grace to it!”’” 

 

When God starts telling you to declare Grace over a situation, it's not to defeatedly accept the 
problem and just bear it for his glory.  

 

2 Corinthians 12:8-9 - 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might 
depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” 

 



He was saying as a blood bought child of God, I've already given you the power to overcome 
this.  

 

God doesn't want you bearing anything on your cross that Jesus bore on his! 

 

You should never accept the difficulty in life as something from God's hand or a part of His 
plan! 

 

1 Corinthians 12:9-10 \\ 9… Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

Paul didn't say, "I'm going to thank God for my infirmities" 

And he didn't say, "I'm going to boast about my infirmities." 

And he didn't say, "I'm going to accept my infirmities." 

 

He said "IN" my infirmities I'm going to boast. 

 

James 1:2-4 \\ 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

 

God's will is for you to be strong! Not to bear some weakness for Him! 

 

Nehemiah 8:10 \\ the joy of the Lord is your strength. 

 

God takes pleasure in you being blessed, strong, prosperous, victorious, and an overcomer! 

 

Psalms 145:8-9 \\ “The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.” 



 

God is good and he's in the business of doing good! 

 

Psalms 103:1-2 \\ “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:” 

	


