
Good God 
Part 4: Clearing up confusion about God's Goodness 

Psalms 103:1-2 \\ “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits 

 

These two verses encourage us to: 

1. Bless the Lord 
2. Forget not his benefits 

 

It doesn't just tell us to bless God but it tells us to bless God while we remind ourselves that he's 
good! 

 

This primary truth of the goodness of God is critical. 

John 10:10 \\ “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly, to the fall, tell it overflows, more and 
better life than we ever dreamed of.”  

 

God desires to increase our life and make it everything we hope for and dream of come to pass.  

 

Good God, Bad Devil! 

If it's good, it's God! 

If it's bad, it ain't  

 

For God is a good God! 

 

Psalms 145:8-9 \\ “The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.”  

Recap: 



We spent time pointing out some of the reasons why bad things happen. 

 

1. People make bad choices against God's will all the time 
2. People lack knowledge of God's promises and therefore accept things into their life God never 

intended for them to accept. 
3. The devil is real and he goes about seeking whom he can devour 

And God is NOT using the devil to accomplish his will. 

 

Jesus said a house divided will not stand and God is not in the business of partnering with the Devil 
to perform his will. 

 

The devil stole from Job and God had no part in it. 

But God restored Job and also correct his theology to understand that God is not in the giving and 
taking away business. 

 

But the end of the story was God fixing Job's thinking and Job getting everything back. 

Today we will address another area of scripture that is often misunderstood. 

 

Some will point out scriptures that make reference to suffering that believers endure as an indicator 
that suffering is a part of God's will. 

 

Hebrews 5:7-9 \\ “While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry 
and tears, to the one who could rescue him from death. And God heard his prayers because of his 
deep reverence for God. Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things 
he suffered. In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all those who obey him.” 

 

Notice that Jesus learned from His suffering. 

 

Once again, just because we find God trying to teach us and help us out of difficult spots, it's no 
indicator that He sent the difficulty.  

 



Jesus learned that through obedience and an unyielding commitment to God's will we overcome the 
enemies of our life! 

 

His obedience led to "the eternal source of salvation" 

 

Obedience is not succumbing to something in your life that is contrary to God's will.  

 

Disobedience is accepting something in your life that God says should not be a part of your life. 

 

To just accept sickness or defeat is disobedience! 

 

Suffering is not simply enduring with a smile on your face and a song in your heart.  

That's why Peter said we should suffer in a manner that pleases God! 

 

1 Peter 4:19 \\ “So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is right, 
and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.” 

 

This verse is not saying that suffering pleases God. 

It's saying there is a way to conduct yourself during suffering that pleases God.  

 

The way to suffer in a manner that pleases God is to dig your heals in by faith and come out 
on the other side with victory! 

 

2 Timothy 2:1,5-7 \\ When the going gets rough, endure hardness as a good soldier, the way Jesus 
did. 

 

5 No one wins an athletic contest without obeying the rules. 6 And farmers who work hard are the 
first to eat what grows in their field. 7 If you keep in mind what I have told you, the Lord will help you 
understand completely.  

We are told to endure hardness. 



Endure = to outlast 

Some would say, "But doesn't God discipline us with difficulty at times as a good Father 
would?" 

 

Hebrews 12:5-11 \\ 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: “My 
son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 
For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.” 7 If you endure 
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 
8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate 
and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them 
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For 
they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may 
be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; 
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained 
by it.  

 

How does God bring correction to us? 

 

A good natural Father would not discipline us with stealing, killing or destroying. 

We would call that abusive. 

 

Matthew 7:11 \\ If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven give good things 

 

Jesus said to use your common sense. 

If you wouldn't discipline your kids with stealing, killing, and destroying.... then why would God? 

 

Hebrew 12:9 \\ Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 

 

How does the Father of our Spirit discipline us? 

a. By His Spiritual Word 

 



2 Timothy 3:16 \\ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness 

 

b. By his Spirit 

Psalms 20:27 \\ The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the 
belly. 

 

The Father of Spirits corrects us in our Spirit.  

 

1 John 3:19-21 \\ 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts 
before Him. 20 But if we have bad consciences and feel that we have done wrong, the Lord will 
surely feel it even more, for he knows everything we do. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn 
us, we have confidence toward God. 

 

God will correct us by the discomfort we experience in our conscience when we do wrong. 

 

God does bring correction to use but it is NOT through the hardship of stealing, killing, or 
destroying! 

Another area of confusion that casts shadows upon God's Goodness? 

Some people get confused about God not stealing, killing, and destroying because they confuse 
judgement with stealing, killing, and destroying 

 

The confusion lies in not knowing that Judgement is not the same as stealing and killing.  

 

Psalms 94:1-2 \\ 1 Lord, you are a God who punishes; reveal your anger! 2 You are the judge of us 
all; rise and give the proud what they deserve! 

 

Just as much as God is a God of love, God is the supreme judge 

 

2 Corinthians 5:18,19, 21 \\ 18 God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 21 God 



made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 

 

Because of Jesus' death on the cross, God is not counting men's sins against him.  

 

We know that all stealing, killing, and destroying today is not the product of God's 
judgement. 

There will come a day that His judgement will be unleashed again.  

For the believer it will come at the judgement seat of Christ 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 \\ For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:12-15 \\ 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because 
it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work 
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

The believers judgement will be of what we did for the kingdom of God. 

NOT a judgement of whether we get into heaven or not.  

 

For the unbeliever it will come at the great white throne judgement. 

 

Revelation 20:11,12,15 \\ 11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.12 And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.  

 

But today is not a day of judgement! 



Luke 4:18-19 \\ 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the 
good news…19 To proclaim the accepted and acceptable year of the Lord. the day when salvation 
and the free favors of God profusely abound. 

 

Jesus provided a way for no judgement but rather an age of salvation and the free favors of 
God profusely abounding.  

Another area of confusion is not defining the difference in protection vs. stealing, killing, and 
destroying.  

 

They are two completely different things.  

 

Psalm 89:19,21-24 \\ 19 you spoke in a vision, to your faithful people you said 21 The enemy will not 
get the better of him; the wicked will not oppress him. 23 I will crush his foes before him and strike 
down his adversaries. 24 My faithful love will be with him 

 

In the Old Testament and New Testament we see instances where God will provide divine 
protection for His own and for His Cause when faith is exerted in His promises for 
protection.  

 

Faith is required to receive anything from God, including divine protection.  

 

Hebrews 11:32-35 \\ 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and 
Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David …33 who through faith subdued kingdoms,…34 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 …Others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.  

 

When men or women exercised faith for their protection, the threatening party was taken out, if 
necessary. 

 

The good news for us today is that if we exercise faith in the promise of divine protection, we 
can expect it! 

 



Psalms 91:1-10 \\ 1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I 
will trust.”…5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 6 Nor of 
the pestilence that walks in darkness, Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. 7 A 
thousand may fall at your side,And ten thousand at your right hand;But it shall not come near 
you….9 Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling 
place, 10 No evil shall befall you. 

 

We can exercise our faith for divine protection and God will do whatever is required to insure 
it! 

 

Bottom line is that God is good all the time!!! 

He is never in the business of brining bad into our lives 

 

He is never in the business of creating hardship for us to teach us something 

 

He is never in the business of wanting us to accept the bad as some badge of humility 

 

Theology 101: Good God, Bad Devil 

 

God is always good and nothing bad is from His hand or a part of His plan for your life! 

 

Psalms 103:1-2 \\ “Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:” 

 

He is a Good God and we should bless Him at all times as such! 

	


