
Immersion 
Part 2: Immersion of obedience 

John 13:6-9 // “He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said 
Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with 
me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 

 

In these verses we have Peter saying in essence, Lord don't just wash my feet, fully immerse me. 

 

He was saying Jesus I want every single bit of you and nothing less.  

This should be our attitude when it comes to following Jesus. 

 

Today we continue our three week journey into understanding three basic areas that God 
wants you totally immersed in him.  

Three baptisms basically that God wants you to experience in your life. 

Hebrews 6:1-3 // Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go 
on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward 
God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, 

 

Notice that one of the foundational truths we must establish in our lives is the doctrine of Baptisms. 

 

 

 

Acts 19:1-6 // And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through 
the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He said unto them, Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

 



3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 4 
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that 
they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

 

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied. 

 

In these verses we see each of the Baptisms referenced. 

 

The Bible teaches about 4 baptisms 

• The Baptism of John  

• The Baptism into Christ  

• Baptism with Water  

• Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

 

• The Baptism of John (v3) • 

 

This was a water baptism that allowed men to make a choice to stop sinning.  

 

But this baptism didn't change the nature of sinful man 

 

This baptism was designed by God, in the same way the OT law was given, to help man see that He 
needed more than His own ability to save Himself from his harmful sinful ways.  

 

Every man must experience this moment prior to becoming a child of God.  

 

Not a moment of being water baptized and not a moment of trying to be perfect or stop sinning. 

But a moment when He realizes all have sinned and fallen short of God's Glory 



 

And so John's Baptism actually was merely a baptism of awareness of the need for a Savior.  

• The Baptism into Christ • 

Takes place the moment we accept Christ.  

 

The moment we accept Christ we are baptized "into Christ" 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 // 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come! 

 

At the moment we are born again we become immersed into a new nature. 

 

Galatians 2:20 // Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.  

 

Paul recognized that once He accepted Christ, He had a new identity.  

 

Not based on his imperfections 

But based on his new identity in Christ! 

 

We must become baptized into this new identity that Paul embraced.  

 

Today we will focus on the third baptism that God wants every believer to experience. 

• Water Baptism • 

 

Matthew 28:19 // Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 

 



Jesus instructed us to baptize those that chose to accept Him.  

 

Acts 8:12 // But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and 
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

 

We see believers getting water baptized as the Lord commanded.  

 

What is the real purpose of water baptism in the life of the believer? 

 

Water baptism's purpose is not to provide salvation.  

 

Mark 16:15-16 // 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. 

 

Water baptism is not required to be saved.  

It is merely an outward sign of an already established inward work that takes place when you 
confess Christ as your Lord and savior.  

 

Baptism is a command for every believer but not a criteria for heaven.  

 

Romans 3:20 // Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law 

 

There is no act that can save us and this includes water baptism! 

 

Romans 10:9 // That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

 

It is through believing what Christ did and verbally accepting Him as your Lord that brings salvation.  



Then what is the purpose of water baptism? 

 

• It is an opportunity to express your faith to the world around you • 

It is a symbolic expression that declares outwardly what already took place inwardly.  

 

Romans 6:3-5 // That’s what baptism into the life of Jesus means. When we are lowered into the 
water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection 
of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a light-filled world by our Father so that we can see where we’re 
going in our new grace 

 

It is symbolic of our old man dying and our new identity being received 

 

• It is the first of many acts of pure submission to a command from God • 

 

There are going to be many things God asks you to do as you follow Him that don't make a 
lot of sense mentally.  

 

Isaiah 1:19-20 // 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 But if ye 
refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.  

 

Obedience is a critical part of our growth with God into all that He has for us.  

Jesus understood the importance of obedience and then took steps to be water baptized.  

 

Matthew 3:13-16 // 13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of 
him.14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 

 

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out 
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: 

 



Jesus didn't need to be baptized, He was perfect 

But he embraced this attitude of an obedient heart no matter what was asked.  

 

It's a first act as a believer that establishes the fundamental attitude of Christian growth.  

• Submission • 

 

Until we learn to submit ourselves to Christ's command, regardless of the sense it makes to 
our natural minds, we can never enjoy the fullness of the life Jesus came to give us.  

 

Proverbs 14:12 // There is a way which seems right to a man, it looks harmless enough; look 
again—its end is the way of death. Sure, those people appear to be having a good time, but all that 
laughter will end in heartbreak. 

 

Real blessing can only begin to flow in your life when you learn to submit to the simple truth that God 
knows more than you do! 

 

Most believers have no problem walking in agreement with God 

But there are many that have yet to learn to walk in submission to God.  

 

Real discipleship comes when your mind and will does not line up with that God is asking and you 
learn to submit to His will anyway.  

Bottom line is God knows better than we do 

We all have areas within our human nature where we want to choose our will over what God is 
asking us to do.  

 

Luke 22:41-43 // 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel 
from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 

 

In those moments, we must choose obedience.  

 



Establishing a covenant of obedience in your life is so important.  

It will be required to step into the final baptism which we will talk about next week.  

 

As we address this final and all important baptism for a believer, obedience will be critical. 

 

Acts 19:1,2,6 // 19:1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, 
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost…. 

 

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied. 

	


