
The Stories Of Christmas 
Part 1: The Christmas Star - The Gift of Illumination 

Luke 2:8-14 // 8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

 

At this time of year we see the stories of Christmas everywhere. 

 

We see the traditional stories less focused on the birth of Christ, but certainly filled with part of what 
makes the holiday fun. 

 

We also see many movies that ring in the Christmas Season 

 

But then as believers, we also have the reason we celebrate Christmas! 

Jesus is the reason for the season! 

 

As we look to the Bible, there are multiple accounts of what took place around the brith of Christ. 

 

After you are saved, there are some important truths that God wants you to know. 

Matthew 2:1-2 // 1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

 

These men simply saw a star and it caused them to pick up their lives and seek.  

 

The start spoke to them about their calling and destiny.  

 



The understanding that our lives are called to higher and better places was so important that it was 
one of Paul's key prayers for us as believers.  

 

Ephesians 1:15-18 // 15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto 
all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling… 

 

After hearing that these people had faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul prayed that we would know 
the hope of our calling.  

 

All of us have individual callings that we must work our before God.  

As believers we all have something in common to which we are called.  

 

2 Peter 1:1&3 // 1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith … 3 …his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue. 

 

Notice that Peter said we were called to "glory and virtue" 

 

Glory = dignity, praise worthy; called you out of shame and that which is not worthy of praise 

Virtue = moral goodness, excellence 

 

We must understand as a believer that we've been called to a life that is full of dignity, praise and 
moral goodness.  

 

People have taken that to mean that once we get born again, God has called us to strive to live a life 
that is holy, morally good and dignified. 

 

But for most believers, they see this verse as an obligation and a burden. 

 



God never intended for you to view your calling to live a life full of glory and virtue as a 
burden.  

When we obtained the knowledge of Him, we were given a new and glorious destiny.  

 

Now you have a bright and promising future! 

 

A destiny of a dignified, praiseworthy life is not something you have to strive to become or achieve. 

This is the "star in the east" that should guide us.  

 

1 Peter 2:9 // But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

 

Notice that we've been called out of darkness into marvelous, wonderful light.  

You are already a chosen person! 

You are a royal priesthood! 

 

Revelation 1:6 // And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Notice first that you are a king! 

 

Notice also that you are a priest 

And not just any priest, but a holy priest 

 

1 Peter 2:9 // But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

 

When we accepted Christ, we were made Holy! 



 

You've been called out of darkness and into something bright, clean and new. 

 

Hebrews 4:15-16 // 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Because of Jesus, you are holy and can expect all of heavens help anytime you need it! 

2 Peter 1:1 & 3 //  1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have 
obtained like precious faith … 3 …his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue. 

 

God wants us to know that we are called to glory and virtue.  

 

Matthew 2:1-2 // 1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

 

The wise men saw a light and it led them to a different place than where their feet trod.  

 

Your life has been stamped with greatness and holiness! 

	


