
THREE CROSSES  
ARROGANCE & FRUSTRATION 

 

  

“Three Crosses” will take a look at the crosses on Calvary when Jesus was 
crucified and lead us from a place of our inability to a place where we experience 

God’s great ability.  

We find the account of the three crosses in Luke 23 

Luke 23:26, 32-33, 39-43 // 26 “Now as they led Him away…32 There were also 
two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. 33 And when they had 
come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one 
on the right hand and the other on the left… 39 Then one of the criminals who 
were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and 
us.”  

40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, 
seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 
Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 
43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in 
Paradise.”” 

Here in this story, we find the account of three different individuals.  

We all have hopes and dreams that we‘d like to see come to pass.  

We all have mountains that stand in our way that we’d like to see moved. 

We all have attacks from the enemy that we’d like to see desist. 



We’ve all put our hands to something that doesn’t seem to be prospering. 

In those moments we recognize the need for a miracle.  

God wants us to experience victory in all of these areas! 

Cross #1 

Luke 23:33, 35, 36, 39 // 33“And when they had come to the place called 
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and 
the other on the left… 35 And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers 
with them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the 
Christ, the chosen of God.”  36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and 
offering Him sour wine, and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save 
Yourself.”… 39 One of the criminals hanging on the cross next to Jesus kept 
ridiculing him, saying, “What kind of Messiah are you? Save yourself and save us 
from this death!”” 

Here we have a criminal nearing the ned of his rope, in desperate need of a 
miracle.  

There comes a point when man reaches the end of His rope and recognizes 
the reality of possible failure or defeat.  

In that moment, he can humble himself and acknowledge the need of One 
greater.  

Or he can shake His fist at God in anger because of his frustration and inability.  

For us to move beyond this point in our lives to our miracle, we must forsake 
the frustration and anger then humble ourselves before the only one that 

can save us 

This desperate hope in God alone is not a lazy do-nothing religiosity that 
just expects God to do everything.  

This first cross is where our pride, arrogance, and frustration must come to 
die as we turn our full faith and hope to God.  

2 Chronicles 20:1-4&12 // 1 After this, the armies of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
and some of the Meunites declared war on Jehoshaphat. 2 Messengers came 



and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army from Edom is marching against you from 
beyond the Dead Sea. They are already at En-gedi. 3 Jehoshaphat was terrified 
by this news … 4 So people from all the towns of Judah came to Jerusalem to 
seek the Lord’s help... 

12 [They said] "O our God…We are powerless against this mighty army that is 
about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but we are looking to you for 
help.” 

In the midst of a desperate situation, they desperately sought the Lord for 
help.  

This “end-of-self” desperation brought them their miracle. 

2 Chronicles 20:22-24 // 22 At the very moment they began to sing and give 
praise, the Lord caused the armies of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir to start 
fighting among themselves. 23 The armies of Moab and Ammon turned against 
their allies from Mount Seir and killed every one of them. After they had 
destroyed the army of Seir, they began attacking each other. 24 So when the 
army of Judah arrived at the lookout point in the wilderness, all they saw were 
dead bodies lying on the ground as far as they could see. Not a single one of the 
enemy had escaped. 

When they turned their heart to God in full reliance on Him, they received 
their miracle.  

•We see this principle again in the woman with the issue of blood that 
sought Jesus for healing • 

Mark 5:25-26 // 25 Now, in the crowd that day was a woman who had suffered 
horribly from continual bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had endured a great 
deal under the care of various doctors, yet in spite of spending all she had on 
their treatments, she was not getting better, but worse.  

Once again we have an individual who has reached the end of their rope.  

Mark 5:27-28 // 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the 
crowd and touched His garment. 28 For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, 
I shall be made well.” 



But she turned in desperation to the only one that could help.  

Once again we see that this coming to the end of herself with trust in the 
only one that could save her resulted in her miracle! 

Mark 5:29 // 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the 
crowd and touched His garment. 28 For she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, 
I shall be made well.” 

•We see this principle at work again during the conversion of Paul• 

Acts 9:1-2 // 1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against 
the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the 
Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 

Here we find a man fighting against God.  

Acts 9:3-9 // 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the 
city, and you will be told what you must do.”  

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but 
did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes 
he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three 
days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

The futility of his fighting didn’t bring him relief but only made things 
worse.  

Finally, at the end of his futility, he recognized his need for the one that was 
greater.  

Acts 9:17-20 // 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his 
hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s 
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking 



some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in 
Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the 
Son of God. 

The first key to receiving whatever miracle you need is to come to the end of 
yourself and your striving.  

Simple recognize that you need help that can only come from Him! 

1 Peter 5:5-6 // 5…God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 6 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you. 

As long as you desire to do it your way, God will let you. 

Or you can humble yourself. 

Psalm 121:1-3 // 1 I look up to the mountains and hills, longing for God’s help. 
But then I realize that our true help and protection come only from the Lord, our 
Creator who made the heavens and the earth. 3 He will guard and guide me, 
never letting me stumble or fall. 8…He will protect you now, and he’ll protect you 
forevermore! 

Realizing that turning to the “only one” that can help is the only way to help 
is where your miracle begins.  

We must come to the end of ourselves, humble ourselves and turn in utter 
faith-filled desperation to a God that will always answer.  

Isaiah 45:22 // Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am 
God, and there is none else. 

 


