
Tommy, Can You Hear Me? 
Part 1: Connected to the Shepherd 

Acts 17:24-28 // 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and ...25 he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he 
made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed 
times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and 
perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we 
live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

 

Notice that God created all men to seek Him and find Him.  

Verse 27 sheds light on the fact that this art of finding His will for our lives is not a refined art but a 
constant work in progress.  

 

Acts 10:27 // That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though 
he be not far from every one of us: 

 

Paul expressed the sentiment that man will often grope or "feel after" God to find His will.  

 

This expresses that God's will is for you to hear His voice even if you've struggled to do so 
up to this point.  

That He is ever standing by us wanting to speak to us and guide us.  

 

The question is: How do we do that? 

 

 

The first key to hearing God's voice.  

 

John 10:27 // My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

 



Two simple points that must be established when seeking to hear the voice of God.  

 

1 If you want to hear the shepherd, you've gotta be a sheep.  

 

Paul, in Acts 17 (The opening scripture) was talking to men that had yet to accept Jesus as their 
Savior.  

 

The encouraging words of Jesus tell us that if we are a child of God, we can, AND WILL, hear 
His voice.  

 

Romans 8:14 // For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God 

 

If you are a child of God, it's a promise that God's Spirit is available to lead you.  

This needs to be our expectation 

 

We should not allow the thought to seep in that we can't hear God's voice.  

 

The truth is, the moment you become a child of God, you have the ability to hear His voice 
because He is no longer a distant creator but an intimate Father! 

2 Corinthians 6:16, 18 // “16...for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people...18 And will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 

 

When we accept Jesus, God, by His Spirit, comes to live in us as a loving Father. 

 

His voice is not far from you.  

 

For the unbeliever, this is not the case. 

An unbeliever's ability to hear God's voice is limited.  



 

Colossians 1:21-22 // “21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ...” 

 

A person without Christ is distant and limited in their ability to receive direction.  

 

There is a misperception by many that we are all children of God.  

And that everything we do is part of his design.  

 

Before you are a believer, you are simply a blind squirrel trying to find a nut.  

 

The first steps if you want to hear the shepherd is you've gotta be one of His sheep.  

John 10:27 // My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

 

2 If you want to hear God's voice quit looking for answers from everyone else.  

 

Too often when wanting to hear answers, we go seeking an opinion.  

 

The Bible encourages that we seek godly advice. 

But even Godly advise is nothing more than that.  

It's just advice. 

No one can tell you the will of God for you. 

You have to come to a personal place of conviction before God regarding His will for you.  

 

And you certainly don't hear from God by turning to people that don't even have a 
relationship with Him expecting to hear Him speak through them. 

You don't need to be seeking advice from your ungodly friends. 

 



Also stop expecting to hear God through a sign, circumstance, or "word" from someone else. 

 

There are tons of circumstances that could be interpreted many different ways.  

But none of them are a safe guide.  

 

There are tons of people that love to tell you have you should life your life and they haven't even 
figured out how to live theirs.  

 

Jesus clearly said you can hear His Voice and you don't need people and circumstances to 
be that voice in your life.  

 

Jesus said we do it by following Him (staying close to Him) and Spending time listening to Him. 

 

I'm talking about making an investment in your devotional life instead of running to everyone 
else for advice. 

Hosea 2:14 // I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her there. 

 

Mark 6:31 // Jesus said to them, `Come away with me. Let us go alone to a quiet place and rest for 
a while.  

 

Often we find Jesus encouraging His disciples get away from the hustle and bustle to come 
away with Him.  

 

For it is in those quit places God can speak directly to our hearts.  

 

Exodus 25:22 // "There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the 
covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites." 

 

In the OT we see God set up a physical altar of intimacy to hear from him.  

 



But today God has chosen something much more intimate than an altar.  

 

Acts 7:47-48 // “But it was Solomon who built a house for him. “However, the Most High does not 
live in houses made by human hands:” 

 

It's not at a physical altar where God wants to meet us.  

 

Ephesians 3:17 // “Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  

Our heart is where Christ dwells. 

 

John 10:27 // My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  

 

1 Make sure you are one of His Sheep 

2 Spend time listening to him instead of everyone else 

	


