
Unlocking The Greatness Within 
Part 1: The Seed of Greatness 

Mark 4:3-9 \\ 3 "Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he 
sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured 
it. 5 Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it 
sprang up because it had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up it was 
scorched, and because it had no root it withered away. 7 And some seed fell among 
thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8 But other seed 
fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some 
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred." 9 And He said to them, "He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear!"  

 

Mark 4:13 \\  And He said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will 
you understand all the parables?  

 

Jesus placed so much importance upon this one truth that He stated that if you did not 
understand this ONE, then you would not understand anything he taught.  

 
 
 

How Jesus used the word, "understand": 

 

The First "Understand or Know" (iodate) = "intuitively comprehend" its meaning or to 
"See" it. 

 

The Second "Understand or Know" (gnosethe) = "to comprehend by experience" 

 

There is a difference in knowing the things He taught and experiencing the things He 
taught.  



 

It is God's desire that you experience His provision, increase and blessing in your life.  

 

He doesn't want you just knowing about them but never having them! 

Two Simple Questions That This Parable Poses: 

1. How much of a priority do you place upon the Word of God in your life? 
2. How committed are you to allowing that Word to shape your life? 

 
 

How Much of A Priority Do You Place Upon The Word of God? 

 

Mark 4:13-20 \\ 13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will 
ye know all parables? 14 The sower soweth the word. 15 And these are they by the way 
side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, 
and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 And these are they likewise 
which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately 
receive it with gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a 
time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately 
they are offended. 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear 
the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And these are 
they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

 

Notice that this entire parable is centered around the Word of God being sown into 
hearts. 

 

Your success in having what God has for you is absolutely, and undeniably tied to you 
sowing the Word regularly and consistently in your heart.  

How much do you hunger and desire the Word? 

 



David hungered for the word!  

Listen to David's heart in Psalm 119 

 

Psalm 119 \\ 2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies,Who seek Him with the 
whole heart!  

 

5 Oh, that my ways were directed To keep Your statutes!  

 

10 With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your 
commandments! 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against 
You. 12 Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me Your statutes.  

 

15 I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways. 16 I will delight myself 
in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.  

 

24 Your testimonies also are my delight And my counselors.  

 

26 Teach me Your statutes. 27 Make me understand the way of Your precepts;  

 

31 I cling to Your testimonies;  

 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my 
whole heart.  

 

36 Incline my heart to Your testimonies,  



 

40 Behold, I long for Your precepts;  

 

42 For I trust in Your word.  

 

47 And I will delight myself in Your commandments, Which I love. 48 My hands also I 
will lift up to Your commandments, Which I love, And I will meditate on Your statutes.  

 

50 For Your word has given me life.  

 

54 Your statutes have been my songs  

 

66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, For I believe Your commandments.  

 

69 I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart.  

 

72 The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins of gold and silver.  

 

77 For Your law is my delight.  

 

81 I hope in Your word.  

 

92 Unless Your law had been my delight, I would then have perished in my affliction. 93 
I will never forget Your precepts,  



 

97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.  

 

99 For Your testimonies are my meditation.  

 

103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 
Through Your precepts I get understanding; 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a 
light to my path.  

 

117 I shall observe Your statutes continually.  

 

127 I love Your commandments More than gold, yes, than fine gold! 128 Therefore all 
Your precepts concerning all things I consider to be right; I hate every false way. 129 
Your testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul keeps them. 130 The entrance of 
Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple. 131 I opened my mouth 
and panted, For I longed for Your commandments. 133 Direct my steps by Your word,  

 

135 teach me Your statutes.  

 

140 Your word is very pure; Therefore Your servant loves it.  

 

143 Your commandments are my delights.  

 

145 I cry out with my whole heart; Hear me, O Lord! I will keep Your statutes. 146 I cry 
out to You; Save me, and I will keep Your testimonies. 147 I rise before the dawning of 
the morning, And cry for help; I hope in Your word. 148 My eyes are awake through the 
night watches, That I may meditate on Your word.  



 

161 my heart stands in awe of Your word. 162 I rejoice at Your word  

 

167 My soul keeps Your testimonies,And I love them exceedingly.  

174 Your law is my delight.  

 

David place priority upon God's Word and experienced the fullness and greatness 
of God.  

 

The key to having God's best in your life is tied to the priority you place upon the 
Word! 

 

John 6:53-66 \\ 53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life,…58 This is the bread which came 
down from heaven…63…The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life…66 
From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 

 

Many were offended at the prospect of letting the Word be the central source of truth 
and behavior in their life.  

 

John 6:67-68 \\ 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then 
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. 

 

Far too many people would rather "go somewhere else" than to hear the words of 
eternal life.  

 



Jesus commended the disciples that stayed with a promise that stems from their 
commitment to the Word.  

 

Matt 4:4 \\ Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. It takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a steady stream of 
words from God's mouth." 

 

He said if You will pursue and place priority upon the Word you will LIVE!  

Live - [Zao] To experience life like God has it.  

 

Mark 4:24-25 \\ 24 Then he added, "Pay close attention to what you hear. The closer 
you listen, the more understanding you will be given—and you will receive even more. 
25 To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But for those 
who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from 
them." 

 

The question we must ask ourselves is how intently are we going to hear the 
Word? 

 

The realization of everything God has for you hinges on how hard you pursue and 
follow after his Word! 

 

Once you make a choice to follow hard after the Word, then you must be 
committed to allow it to shape your life.  

How committed are you to allowing the Word to shape your life? 

 

Mark 4:14 & 20 \\ 14 The sower soweth the Word…20 And these are they which are 
sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some 
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 



 

Once you've determined to go after the Word, then you must be willing to 
RECEIVE it into your life and do it.  

 

Receive = [paradechomai] - "to receive by deliberate and ready reception of what is 
offered," "to receive or admit with approval" ; to accept 

 

When you hear the Word of God or see a promise of God, you have to ask yourself, 
"Am I accepting something other than this promise in my life today?" 

 

Our lives are a product of what we've accepted.  

 

The Word has to be a motivator in our lives! 

It should compel us to act! 

 

We should allow the revelation of God's Word to move us to action to do all we can do 
to change the things in our lives that don't reflect His promise for us. 

 

When we get moving, it is then that God shows His supernatural intervention! 

 

Ex 14:10-15 \\ 10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their 
eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and 
the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. 

11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken 
us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us 
forth out of Egypt? 



12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness. 

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye 
shall see them again no more for ever. 14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold 
your peace. 

 

15 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward:  16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine 
hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea. 

 

He didn't tell the children of Israel to stand still, He told them to get moving! 

He told them to walk toward the impossible instead of waiting for Him to do the 
impossible! 

1 Peter 1:23  \\ For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God 

 

THE SEED OF GREATNESS IS WITHIN YOU! 

 

Prov 4:23 \\ Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 

 

Mark 4:13 \\  And He said to them, "Do you not understand (intuitively comprehend) this 
parable? How then will you understand (experience) all the parables?  

The two keys to producing a life of experiencing all God has for you: 

-Place a priority upon receiving God's Word into your life! 

-Begin taking steps to move toward what you see He says is yours! 



	


